
Evening prayer during Easter Season

A prayer of St Benedict
O gracious and holy Father, 
give us wisdom to perceive you, 
diligence to seek you, 
patience to wait for you, 
eyes to behold you, 
a heart to meditate upon you, 
and a life to proclaim you, 
through the power of the spirit 
of Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen 

Opening Prayer
Blessed are you, Lord God of our salvation,
to you be praise and glory for ever.
As once you ransomed your people from Egypt
and led them to freedom in the promised land,
so now you have delivered us from the dominion of 
darkness
and brought us into the kingdom of your risen Son.
May we, the first fruits of your new creation,
rejoice in this new day you have made,
and praise you for your mighty acts.
Blessed be God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
Blessed be God for ever. 

The Easter Anthems
Christ our passover has been sacrificed for us: 
so let us celebrate the feast,
not with the old leaven of corruption and wickedness: 
but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth.
Christ once raised from the dead dies no more: 
death has no more dominion over him.
In dying he died to sin once for all: 
in living he lives to God.
See yourselves therefore as dead to sin: 
and alive to God in Jesus Christ our Lord.
Christ has been raised from the dead: 
the first fruits of those who sleep.
For as by man came death: 
by man has come also the resurrection of the dead;
for as in Adam all die: 
even so in Christ shall all be made alive.

Gathering Silence
That this evening may be holy, good and peaceful, 
let us pray with one heart and mind.
Silence is kept.
As our evening prayer rises before you, O God, 
so may your mercy come down upon us 
to cleanse our hearts 
and set us free to sing your praise 
now and for ever.
Amen.

Reading
One or more readings for the day are read.



Silence may be kept.

Gospel Canticle
The Spirit of the Lord is upon me
because he has anointed me.
He has sent me to bring good news to the oppressed,
to bind up the broken-hearted,
To proclaim liberty to the captives,
and the opening of the prison to those who are bound;
To proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour,
to comfort all who mourn,
To give them a garland instead of ashes,
the oil of gladness instead of mourning,
the mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit,
That they may be called oaks of righteousness,
the planting of the Lord, that he may be glorified.
For as the earth puts forth her blossom,
and as seeds in the garden spring up,
So shall the Lord God make righteousness and praise 
blossom before all the nations.

Intercessions are offered. 
¶    For peace and for the world. 
¶    For individuals and their needs 

The Collect
Lord of all life and power,
who through the mighty resurrection of your Son
overcame the old order of sin and death
to make all things new in him:
grant that we, being dead to sin
and alive to you in Jesus Christ,
may reign with him in glory;
to whom with you and the Holy Spirit
be praise and honour, glory and might,
now and in all eternity.
Amen. 

The Lords Prayer
Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours 
now and for ever. 
Amen.

St Patrick’s Breastplate 
Christ be with me, Christ within me, 
Christ behind me, Christ before me, 
Christ beside me, Christ to win me, 
Christ to comfort and restore me. 
Christ beneath me, Christ above me, 
Christ in quiet, Christ in danger, 
Christ in hearts of all that love me, 
Christ in the words of friend and stranger.
Amen


