
An order for advent prayer

O Lord, open our lips
and our mouths shall proclaim your praise. 
Reveal among us the light of your presence
that we may behold your power and glory. 

Blessed are you, Sovereign God of all,
to you be praise and glory for ever.
In your tender compassion
the dawn from on high is breaking upon us
to dispel the lingering shadows of night.
As we look for your coming among us this day,
open our eyes to behold your presence
and strengthen our hands to do your will,
that the world may rejoice and give you praise.
Blessed be God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
Blessed be God for ever. 

The earth is the Lord’s and all that fills it, 
the compass of the world and all who dwell therein.
For he has founded it upon the seas
and set it firm upon the rivers of the deep.
‘Who shall ascend the hill of the Lord,
or who can rise up in his holy place?’
‘Those who have clean hands and a pure heart, 
who have not lifted up their soul to an idol,
nor sworn an oath to a lie; They shall receive a 
blessing from the Lord, a just reward from the God 
of their salvation.’
Lift up your heads, O gates;
be lifted up, you everlasting doors; 
and the King of glory shall come in.
‘Who is this King of glory?’ 
‘The Lord of hosts, he is the King of glory.’

Opening Prayer
The night has passed, and the day lies open before 
us; let us pray with one heart and mind. 
Silence is kept.  
As we rejoice in the gift of this new day,  
so may the light of your presence, O God, 
set our hearts on fire with love for you;  
now and for ever.
Amen.

Psalms & Readings
One or more set readings for the day are read.
Silence may be kept.



Canticle 
 
The wilderness and the dry land shall rejoice, 
the desert shall blossom and burst into song.
They shall see the glory of the Lord, 
the majesty of our God.
Strengthen the weary hands, 
and make firm the feeble knees.
Say to the anxious, ‘Be strong, fear not,
your God is coming with judgement, 
coming with judgement to save you.’
Then shall the eyes of the blind be opened, 
and the ears of the deaf unstopped;
Then shall the lame leap like a hart, 
and the tongue of the dumb sing for joy.
For waters shall break forth in the wilderness, 
and streams in the desert;
The ransomed of the Lord shall return with singing,
with everlasting joy upon their heads.
Joy and gladness shall be theirs, 
and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.
Glory to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning is now
and shall be for ever. Amen.

Intercessions are offered. 
¶ for the day and its tasks 
¶ for the world and its needs  
¶ for the Church and her life

The Collect of the day

The Lords Prayer
As our Saviour taught us, so we pray  

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come,  
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours  
now and for ever.  
Amen. 

May the Lord, when he comes,
find us watching and waiting.
Amen.
Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.


