
Homegroups Online
22nd April 2020
The long road 

At a time of isolation these online gatherings are precious. 
Online groups work best when one person speaks at a time. 
Perhaps before you start, nominate one person for each 
prayer or reading, and mute your microphone when not 
speaking. 

A prayer of St Benedict
O gracious and holy Father, 
give us wisdom to perceive you, 
diligence to seek you, 
patience to wait for you, 
eyes to behold you, 
a heart to meditate upon you, 
and a life to proclaim you, 
through the power of the spirit 
of Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen 

Opening Prayer
Blessed are you, Lord God of our salvation,
to you be praise and glory for ever.
As once you ransomed your people from Egypt
and led them to freedom in the promised land,
so now you have delivered us from the dominion of 
darkness
and brought us into the kingdom of your risen Son.
May we, the first fruits of your new creation,
rejoice in this new day you have made,
and praise you for your mighty acts.
Blessed be God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
Amen 

Greeting. 
Each person can in turn introduce themselves, and say 
where they are now and briefly describe how your day has 
been.

Gathering Silence

That this evening may be holy, good and peaceful, 
let us pray with one heart and mind.

Silence is kept.

As our evening prayer rises before you, O God, 
so may your mercy come down upon us 
to cleanse our hearts 
and set us free to sing your praise 
now and for ever.
Amen

The Easter Anthems
Christ our passover has been sacrificed for us: 
so let us celebrate the feast,
not with the old leaven of corruption and wickedness: 
but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth.
Christ once raised from the dead dies no more: 
death has no more dominion over him.
In dying he died to sin once for all: 
in living he lives to God.
See yourselves therefore as dead to sin: 
and alive to God in Jesus Christ our Lord.
Christ has been raised from the dead: 
the first fruits of those who sleep.
For as by man came death: 
by man has come also the resurrection of the dead;
for as in Adam all die: 
even so in Christ shall all be made alive.

Gospel Canticle
Blessed be the God and Father 
of our Lord Jesus Christ!
By his great mercy we have been born anew to a living 
hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the 
dead,
Into an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled and 
unfading, kept in heaven for you,
Who are being protected by the power of God through 
faith, for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.
You were ransomed from the futile ways of your 
ancestors not with perishable things like silver or gold
But with the precious blood of Christ  
like that of a lamb without spot or stain.
Through him you have confidence in God, 
who raised him from the dead and gave him glory, 
so that your faith and hope are set on God.
Amen

Reading Exodus 16
The whole congregation of the Israelites set out from 
Elim; and Israel came to the wilderness of Sin, which is 
between Elim and Sinai, on the fifteenth day of the 
second month after they had departed from the land of 
Egypt. 2 The whole congregation of the Israelites 
complained against Moses and Aaron in the 
wilderness. 3 The Israelites said to them, ‘If only we 
had died by the hand of the Lord in the land of Egypt, 
when we sat by the fleshpots and ate our fill of bread; for 
you have brought us out into this wilderness to kill this 
whole assembly with hunger.’



4 Then the Lord said to Moses, ‘I am going to rain 
bread from heaven for you, and each day the people shall 
go out and gather enough for that day. In that way I will 
test them, whether they will follow my instruction or 
not. 5 On the sixth day, when they prepare what they 
bring in, it will be twice as much as they gather on other 
days.’ 6 So Moses and Aaron said to all the Israelites, 
‘In the evening you shall know that it was 
the Lord who brought you out of the land of 
Egypt, 7 and in the morning you shall see the glory of 
the Lord, because he has heard your complaining 
against the Lord. For what are we, that you complain 
against us?’ 8 And Moses said, ‘When 
the Lord gives you meat to eat in the evening and your 
fill of bread in the morning, because the Lord has 
heard the complaining that you utter against him—what 
are we? Your complaining is not against us but against 
the Lord.’
9 Then Moses said to Aaron, ‘Say to the whole 
congregation of the Israelites, “Draw near to the Lord, 
for he has heard your complaining.”’ 10 And as Aaron 
spoke to the whole congregation of the Israelites, they 
looked towards the wilderness, and the glory of 
the Lord appeared in the cloud. 

Take turns saying what strikes you in this passage, and 
what questions you have. How are you coping with 
trusting God during the wilderness journey we are on?

Prayers

Give each person a chance to speak about their anxieties, 
and anything they would like prayer for. 

Collect for the Day
Lord of all life and power,
who through the mighty resurrection of your Son
overcame the old order of sin and death
to make all things new in him:
grant that we, being dead to sin
and alive to you in Jesus Christ,
may reign with him in glory;
to whom with you and the Holy Spirit
be praise and honour, glory and might,
now and in all eternity.
Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours 
now and for ever. 
Amen.

Closing Prayer

St Patrick’s Breastplate
Christ be with me, Christ within me, 
Christ behind me, Christ before me, 
Christ beside me, Christ to win me, 
Christ to comfort and restore me. 
Christ beneath me, Christ above me, 
Christ in quiet, Christ in danger, 
Christ in hearts of all that love me, 
Christ in the words of friend and stranger.
Amen


