
Sermon on the Mount Bible Study 7 
19 ‘Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust[a] consume and 
where thieves break in and steal; 20 but store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where 
neither moth nor rust consumes and where thieves do not break in and steal. 21 For where 
your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 

22 ‘The eye is the lamp of the body. So, if your eye is healthy, your whole body will be full of 
light; 23 but if your eye is unhealthy, your whole body will be full of darkness. If then the 
light in you is darkness, how great is the darkness! 

24 ‘No one can serve two masters; for a slave will either hate the one and love the other, or 
be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and wealth. 

Introduction 
This is a very familiar but really important passage. As a study it is worth allowing lots of time 
for discussion. So use as many  or as few of the following questions as you need to explore the 
subject. 

Over Dinner 
Steve Jobs once said “Have the courage to follow your heart. It somehow already knows 
what you truly want to become. Everything else is secondary.” 
Discuss. 

The heart is hugely important - it is the seat of our emotions and the essential 
counterbalance to the starkly cerebral focus of so much of western culture. But it is not 
necessarily a trustworthy guide. Your heart may well reflect the authentic you, but might be 
part of the problem.  

Opening reflection 

There is a lovely gentle introduction to the ancient Jesuit practice of Examen. Perhaps you 
would like to start your time together. Just don’t go to sleep at the end of it! 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cAFbD5jCGNI 
It is about 7 minute long and you will simply need a candle. 

Passage 
Read Matthew 6v19-24 

Start with an easy question - what do treasures on Earth look like? (v19) 
It is all the obvious stuff - but it isn’t just money and possessions - it is status, reputation, 
power, success and influence. Or it might even be hedonistic - the pursuit of pleasure.  

How do you go about laying up treasures on earth? 
They usually require hard work, sacrifice, careful planning and shrewdness. You can even 
go to University to get an MBA. 

What is the obvious problem with treasure on Earth? (v19) 
They are short lived, come to nothing, and often cause much pain and anxiety to ourselves 
and others. 

They also have a rather more subtle and dangerous problem (v21) What it it? 

There is an insidious side to them. They capture our loyalty and suck us in. Our heart is 
invested in them. How? We put too much trust in them. We allow them to take the place of 
God. 

Elsewhere in the Gospel Jesus uses ‘the eye’ to indicate the thing your attention 
is focussed on. What do you think Jesus means ‘if the eye is healthy’ 
Verses 22-23 are a bit complicated. But it seems likely that are an illustration of ‘where your 
treasure is, there your heart will be also.’ 
And so a healthy eye is one set on heavenly things - and unhealthy eye is set on earthly 
things. 

In such a ‘treasures on earth’ culture what are the ways that we need to be 
careful what we give our attention to? 
Ubiquitous marketing and product placement surely can’t help but turn our heads. 
We need to learn to be critical of what we consume. Our heart as well as our head can be 
turned by the lure of wealth. 

There is a delightful 1938 Oscar winning film by Frank Capra called “You can’t 
take it with you”. But what can you ‘take with you?’ 
It is an interesting question to consider - what are the things that endure into eternity, that 
we can invest in now that will endure? And that leads on to the next question… 

So what do you think treasure in heaven looks like? 
The classic reading of this is that it is a future reward, and that partly true. 

But if heaven is where God is  - as in ‘Our Father in Heaven’ then it is more like treasure in 
the spiritual realm. 

So treasure in heaven is treasure that lasts.  The sort of things that will be part of eternity - 
that we take with - us are character based. Love, joy, peace, patience kindness, and so on. 

But also the kingdom of God - investing in building up the church, spreading the Gospel, 
pursuing justice, serving the poor. 

And what about investing in others and leaving a legacy, both personally and financially 

Romans 12” 6 We have different gifts, according to the grace given to each of us. If your gift 
is prophesying, then prophesy in accordance with your faith; 7 if it is serving, then serve; if 
it is teaching, then teach; 8 if it is to encourage, then give encouragement; if it is giving, then 
give generously; if it is to lead,  do it diligently; if it is to show mercy, do it cheerfully. 

Prayer 
“Where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” 
Spend some time in quiet confession. 
Perhaps the greatest treasure is simply the presence of God. And that is something that can 
be tasted here and now, and one day we will know fully. 
Our hearts follow what we set our hopes on. And our heart is something we must allow God 
to nurture and guide.  So set your hope on God.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cAFbD5jCGNI

