
Sermon on the Mount Bible Study 3 
Over Dinner. 
“Oh, what a tangled web we weave...when first we practice to deceive”  
Think back to school - we learn to tell lies very early and then we develop systems of oaths to 
try and discern or force truthfulness.- Cross my heart and hope to die. 
Why do we lie? What are the consequences? 

People lie to avoid responsibility or getting in trouble, or to get what we want from people, 
to deceive, to get out of trouble.  
Or very often it is about our ego - to make people think highly of us.  

Opening reflection. 
Come as you are.  

Relationship with God is conditional on honesty - we must be ourselves, he insists on it. But 
the transformation is that as we discover that God is able to cope with the real us… we start 
to trust others with ourselves too. 

Sit quietly in the presence of God together. And allow yourself to admit all the parts of 
yourself that you tend to hide. Put down the pretence.  

Now Read Matthew 5v33-48. 
Take a moment to be quiet and imagine the scene 
Pray for God to speak to us from these words. 

Introduction. Understanding the context into which a passage of the Bible is written is one 
of the most important parts of understanding it properly.  
Now reading between the lines this passage paints a picture of a troubled society. 
What are the sort of things that are going on that Jesus is concerned about how God’s people 
respond to 

How does that tie in with what you know about the world of 1st Century Israel? 
- It was a strict conservative religious culture. 
- They were ruled over by the Roman Empire - who’s soldiers often treated people badly. 
- There were strong messianic hopes that God would set his people free and bring vengeance 
on their enemies. 

1. Truthfulness v33-48 
Now what is going on specifically is that Jesus is critiquing a complex system of vows & 
oaths that had developed. You could swear by by heaven or by Jerusalem, or on your own 
head. It was a first century ‘cross my heart and hope to die’. And the significance was that 
some of these things carried more weight than others. Some you really had to keep, others 
you didn’t. 

Why do you think Jesus wants to undermine the idea of oaths? 
Lies mean we are not honest about ourselves. 
Lies destroy authentic  relationships - we are not being real with each other or God. 

What are the consequences of lies and secrecy  on a society? 
“Secrecy is the freedom tyrants dream of.” 

Lies cover all sorts of evil. When we lie we have to keep lying, we have to remember our lies, 
so as not to get caught out. Ultimately they distance us from others - because we can’t be our 
true self. 

What does Jesus want our attitude to truth to be? 
Radical truthfulness to speak the truth accept the consequences. 
Speak the truth, no matter what it costs. Do that consistently, be known as a truthful person 
and there is no need for vows or promises. 
“Truth never damages a cause that is just.” Gandhi 

2. Justice v38-41 

How we confront injustice. 
“An eye for an eye leaves the whole world blind” Gandhi 

We need to tread careful with this - This is not about domestic violence or institutional abuse. 
If someone hits you - call the Police. And thank God for justice in your society. 
This is for a situation where calling the police does no good. Where corruption is the law.  
 
What are the examples that Jesus gives? 
Four examples. 
1. Turn the other cheek - refuse to be cowed by violence. 
Martin Luther King Jr famously returned to this passage and found a new way to address 
ancient prejudice. encouraged people to do exactly this. To face police brutality with non-
violence and reveal it for the evil it was. Refuse to respond with hate. Literally to defuse evil 
and leave policemen weeping. 

Nelson Mandela went to jail in South Africa believing in violence, and 27 years later he and 
his colleagues emerged having slowly and carefully honed the skills that they needed to turn 
one of the most vicious governments the world has known into a democracy. And they did it 
in a total devotion to non-violence. 

2. If anyone wants to sue you and take your coat Likewise - if someone abuses their power 
to take from you, give them everything. It requires an open handed approach to possessions, 
which will be very hard for us. We can’t imagine having nothing, they were used to it. 
To show them their shame reveal greed for what it is. 

3. Thirdly - conscripted against your will. It seems that Roman soldiers were given limits to 
how farther could make people go. Jesus says go beyond what they ask you. Subvert 
injustice. Instil fear in Roman soldiers 

4. Give to everyone who begs from you. Not sure how this fits. Remember that there is no 
safety net - no welfare state. Beggars are common, and usually disabled in one way or 
another. Then Peter said, “Silver or gold I do not have, but what I do have I give you. In the 
name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, walk.” 
Generosity challenges self interest.  

It is a big question to ask what does that look like in your world. How do you need 
to subvert and expose evil. The point is these are surprising and creative ways to reveal evil 
for what it is. 



3. How we deal with those that hate you. v43-45 

v43 ‘You have heard that it was said, “You shall love your neighbour and hate your enemy.” 
44 But I say to you, Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, 45 so that you 
may be children of your Father in heaven; for he makes his sun rise on the evil and on the 
good, and sends rain on the righteous and on the unrighteous. 

This verse is commonly misquoted as “the sun shines on the righteous”. Why is 
that a total inversion of what Jesus is actually saying? 

Why does God bless his enemies?  
God has no doubts about justice. It is mine to avenge; I will repay,” says the Lord. 
So therefore he can afford to be merciful. And so he holds out the hope of change. 
And if that is what God is like, then hard as it might sound, that is how we are to be. 

Conclusion. 
What this is is a subversive, radical pattern of behaviour to confront injustice and oppression.  
It is a manifesto for the people of God in the face of overwhelming force.  
It is daunting and perhaps unattainable, yet it has inspired some of the most significant social 
transformations in history. 
And who’s standards are these? 
v48 Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect. 

We realise at this point that what Jesus is doing is describing himself.  
When this sound impossible. Remember that it is exactly what Jesus did. 

Closing Prayer 

Luke 1:46-55 

Mary’s Song of Praise 
46 And Mary said, 
“My soul magnifies the Lord, 
47     and my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour, 
48 for he has looked with favour on the lowliness of his servant. 
    Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed; 
49 for the Mighty One has done great things for me, 
    and holy is his name. 
50 His mercy is for those who fear him 
    from generation to generation. 
51 He has shown strength with his arm; 
    he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts. 
52 He has brought down the powerful from their thrones, 
    and lifted up the lowly; 
53 he has filled the hungry with good things, 
    and sent the rich away empty. 
54 He has helped his servant Israel, 
    in remembrance of his mercy, 
55 according to the promise he made to our ancestors, 
    to Abraham and to his descendants forever.” 


